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Community Driven Research Day Agenda 

 

 

9:00 – 9:15 Check in and light breakfast 
 
9:15 – 9:20 Welcome 
 Dr. Alice Hausman, Professor and Interim Chair, The Department of Public Health, 

Temple University 
  
9:20 – 9:40 Opening Remarks 
 Dr. Kenneth Blank, Vice Provost for Research, Temple University 
  Dr. Michele Marcolongo, Associate Vice Provost for Research, Drexel University 
 Dr. Marjorie Bowman, Director of the Center for Public Health Initiatives and Professor 

at the University of Pennsylvania  
 Dr. Phil Johnson, Chief Scientific Officer and Executive Vice President, The Children’s 

Hospital of Philadelphia 
 
9:40 – 10:10 Keynote Address 
 Dr. Arthur Evans, Commissioner of Philadelphia’s Department of Behavioral Health and 

Intellectual Disabilities Service 
 Witnesses to Hunger, Community Based Organization 
 
10:10 – 10:15 Introduction to Scavenger Hunt 
 Wendy Voet, Managing Director, The Center for Public Health Initiatives at the 

University of Pennsylvania 
 
10:15 – 12:50 Display of Posters 
 
12:50 – 1:00 Closing Remarks and Announcement of Scavenger Hunt Winners 
 Ayana Bradshaw, Center Coordinator, The Philadelphia Collaborative Violence 

Prevention Center (PCVPC) 
  Wendy Voet, Managing Director, The Center for Public Health Initiatives at the 

University of Pennsylvania (CPHI) 
 
 

 Mistress of Ceremonies - Nicole Thomas, Community Liaison, PCVPC  
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Welcome 

The Community Driven Research Day (CDRD) Planning Committee welcomes you to the 2nd 
Annual CDRD.  CDRD encourages collaboration between university-based research partners and 
community based organizations (CBOs) and community groups who have research questions 
that they are interested in answering.  Through an interactive poster session, CBOs and 
community groups will lead the event and highlight their research questions to program 
participants, including area non-profits, community groups, public sector partners, and 
researchers and students from The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, The University of 
Pennsylvania, Temple University, Drexel University, as well as other local academic institutions. 
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Presenters 

CityLights Network 
Contact Person:  Ms. Carey Davis, DMin 
Director 
citylightscdavis@gmail.com 

 
6330 Paschall Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 
(267) 270-2489 

 
Description of Organization’s Mission and Goals: 
Building relationships to strengthen communities... 
For the past 17 years, CityLights Network has been developing relationships with and between 
organizations in the Southwest Philadelphia community for the purpose of encouraging community 
leaders and providing resources to assist them in their work.  
35+ community groups (schools, rec centers, social service agencies, community development 
corporations, churches) are currently involved through monthly network meetings, daily email 
interaction, capacity building workshops, community advocacy projects, volunteer placement, and 
resource sharing. CityLights also links Southwest community organizations with regional partners, such 
as the PA Environmental Council, Drexel University's Dept. of Public Health, the PA Horticultural Society, 
and others. 
CityLights seeks to develop social capital, both within the community, and beyond the community, and 
seeks to foster leadership development using formal and informal means. 
CityLights was initiated in 1995 by the Wayne Presbyterian Church, a large congregation in the western 
suburbs of Philadelphia. CityLights Network was incorporated in 2010 as a 501c3 nonprofit organization 
 
Summary of Major Accomplishments: 
• Established a community network of over 35 organizations, with a mailing list of over 200 
• Helped to build significant relationships between Southwest Philadelphia leaders and with suburban 

volunteers 
• Engaged over 200 volunteers in the Southwest community, working through local non profit 

organizations  
• Gathered and distributed donated equipment, furnishings, clothing, and other items to local non 

profits. Estimated value: $50K annually. 
• Worked with a local CDC to re-establish the community newspaper (reaches 10k readers in SW 

Philly)  
• Partnered to complete several rehab initiatives in the community, including a school playground, 

two school libraries, office space in a social service organization 
• Worked with a local church and CDC to develop a Job Counseling program 
• Provided ongoing information to community leaders regarding resources, events to assist their 

constituents 
 
Questions that the organization/group would like to study or explore with academic partners that, if 
answered, would advance the organization’s/group’s work: 
• Analyzing the stressors upon community leaders and developing ongoing resources for combatting 

their stress. Many of our community leaders serve as the "go to" people for residents in need. 
Multiple factors contribute to high stress levels in those persons who are crucial to the well-being of 
the community. 
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• Determining and incorporating best practices for immigrant assimilation -- Southwest Philadelphia is 
an area of growing immigrant presence--African, Caribbean, Asian, and Latino families are making 
their homes here alongside of African American and white residents. Issues of assimilation and 
cultural identity are often made most visible when violence strikes. How can we equip our 
community to welcome the newcomers while safeguarding what is held dear? 

 
Summary of how the organization’s involvement in Community Driven Research Day can help further 
their mission: 
CityLights is about building the capacity of community partners to address the needs of their own 
community.  
• Connecting with community organizations from around the city/region would offer the potential for 

learning from others who share similar concerns and who are addressing them in creative ways and 
who might join us in determining possible solutions/strategies.  

• Exploring our needs for stress reduction within our community and enlisting those who could help 
us more specifically define the problem (academic partners) and strategize a response (other 
nonprofits, current SW Philadelphia partners) would be invaluable in our assisting community 
partners. 

 

 

Clean Air Council 
Contact Person:  Katie Edwards 
Project Coordinator 
kedwards@cleanair.org 

 
135 S. 19th St. Suite 300 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(215) 567-4004 ext. 102 

 
Description of Organization’s Mission and Goals: 
Clean Air Council is a member-supported environmental health organization serving the Mid-Atlantic 
region. The Council is dedicated to its mission of protecting and defending everyone’s right to breathe 
clean air. The Council works on a broad array of sustainability and public health initiatives, using public 
education, community action, government oversight, and legal action. 
Proposed Project: Port Neighborhood Air Quality Assessment  
The Council’s transportation program is currently focusing on reducing pollution and the impact of 
goods movement on neighborhoods. Goods movement refers to the movement of consumer and 
commercial goods by ship, rail, truck, or plane. Along the route, residents are exposed to diesel exhaust 
and other vehicle emissions, noise from truck-congested roads, bright lights from round-the-clock 
operations, and other potential health threats. The Council’s focus area is Port Richmond, a low-income 
neighborhood in lower Northeast Philadelphia. Port Richmond is a major transportation hub, bordered 
by Interstate 95, a heavily-trafficked bridge, and home to Tioga Marine Terminal, where ocean-going 
vessels, cargo handling equipment, and truck traffic combine to create a major source of air pollution. 
Heavy-duty diesel trucks travelling to and from the port and other facilities increase the exposure to 
diesel emissions for individuals, who live, work, attend school, and recreate in Port Richmond. With a 
projected increase in volume of cargo moving through Philadelphia’s ports, it is important to track 
current and future traffic and related air quality impacts locally and regionally. However, very little (if 
any) data on neighborhood-scale patterns of diesel truck traffic and air pollution exists. 
The Council has built and sustained relationships in the Port Richmond community over the last two 
years, and the community has slowly embraced the presence of an environmental health organization 
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working in their neighborhood. While the community was initially reluctant to endorse 
“environmentalism” as a priority concern given the other issues facing the neighborhood, the Council’s 
efforts to help residents connect health with the localized pollution and improved quality of life has 
educated and activated the neighborhood to the extent that individuals and organizations are 
enthusiastic about participating in a community-based research study. 
 
Summary of Major Accomplishments: 
• Clean Air Council was awarded a CARE (Community Action for a Renewed Environment) planning 

grant from the U.S. EPA in 2005 to evaluate environmental issues in land, air, and water at 
Philadelphia ports. The Council created a stakeholder advisory group known as the “Port 
Environmental Task Force” (PETF) and has since worked with community leaders, port officials, port 
operators, and others to identify and mitigate pollution issues and potential solutions at more than 
a dozen Philadelphia-area ports. The establishment of the PETF was a major milestone in the 
Council’s capacity building for the port communities. In 2008, the Council was awarded a CARE II 
grant to implement the recommendations made by the stakeholder task force.  

• The recommendations the PETF provided the Council included a number of asthma-related outreach 
initiatives. For community-wide asthma triggers such as truck idling, the Council developed a web-
based mapping platform, www.idlefreephilly.org, to identify idling hot spots. While this website is 
city-wide, the Council’s targeted outreach efforts have been the port communities. The Council 
provides Port Richmond residents with information and training on how to log an idling complaint 
and has reached out to industries in Port Richmond in an effort to encourage idling reduction. 

• Clean Air Council’s asthma outreach and education has been particularly effective with a range of 
youth in the community. The Council has worked with the Alternative Middle Years James Martin 
School in Port Richmond and the Norris Square Neighborhood Center in nearby North Philadelphia 
on a series of port-related programming, including a week-long curriculum series on health and 
goods movement and a tour of the port. Additionally, The Council has developed innovative asthma 
outreach materials, including an asthma triggers game for younger students, and is a regular 
presence at community at health and resource fairs. By meeting with local organizations and 
individuals, the Council has had an opportunity identify the priority issues in the neighborhood, and 
developed programming to address their unique concerns. 

 
Questions that the organization/group would like to study or explore with academic partners that, if 
answered, would advance the organization’s/group’s work: 
• Clean Air Council would like to work with an academic partner to help us study the following: 
• What is the Port Richmond community’s understanding and level of concern about diesel truck 

exposure? 
• What are the truck traffic patterns in Port Richmond? 
• How can this project better collect baseline community level data on air quality and other health 

and safety issues related with truck traffic in Port Richmond? 
 
Summary of how the organization’s involvement in Community Driven Research Day can help further 
their mission: 
Clean Air Council would like to work with an academic partner to help us study the following: 
1.What is the Port Richmond community’s understanding and level of concern about diesel truck 
exposure? 
2.What are the truck traffic patterns in Port Richmond? 
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3.How can this project better collect baseline community level data on air quality and other health and 
safety issues related with truck traffic in Port Richmond? 
 

 

Diversified Community Services 
Contact Person:  Cheryl Weiss 
Executive Director 
cweiss@dcsphila.org 

 
1529 S. 22nd St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19146 
(215) 336-5505 

 
Description of Organization’s Mission and Goals: 
Incorporated in 1968 through a merger of historic settlement houses (circa early 1900s), Diversified 
Community Services (DCS) has evolved into the largest social service agency in Point Breeze- a high 
crime, high poverty neighborhood.  Its mission is to enable children and families to realize their full 
potential and to achieve self sufficiency.  They advance their mission through a wide array of services 
that incorporate education and skill building. 
 
Summary of Major Accomplishments: 
• Achievement of national accreditation of two early childhood education centers, in which only 10% 

in region have that status 
• Construction of new social service building along the depressed business corridor, representing first 

new major building in 40 years 
• Acquisition of an apartment complex to preserve and upgrade affordable housing for low-income 

families 
• Securing a Promise Neighborhood Planning grant with other partners, only 21 awarded in country. 
 
Questions that the organization/group would like to study or explore with academic partners that, if 
answered, would advance the organization’s/group’s work: 
• Study and identify bullying interventions in terms of efficacy, particularly oriented to girls 
• Better understand the behaviors driving increase in girl-related violence and bullying 
• What can community-based organizations do to effectively address this issue? 
 
Summary of how the organization’s involvement in Community Driven Research Day can help further 
their mission: 
Diversified Community Service will learn from other organizations and academic institutions about 
community stressor related to violence and what efforts are producing positive results;  in other words, 
what's working, why and how readily replicable. 
 

 

Earth's Keepers 
Contact Person:  Alia Walker 
Executive Director 
aliaw@earthskeepers.org 

 
5113 W. Thompson St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19131 
(267) 738-3842 
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Description of Organization’s Mission and Goals: 
We are a 501(C) 3, non-profit Organization. Earth's Keepers grew out of over 25 years of urban 
gardening and offering social services to the West Philadelphia community.  We have passion and 
persistence to strengthen, heal and establish a sustainable and healthy food source for those who could 
not access or afford to purchase fresh, culturally appropriate, organic foods. 
 
Summary of Major Accomplishments: 
• We started as a community garden for senior women, but quickly grew to a Urban Farm offering a 

Youth Agriculture And Entrepreneurs Program for High School Students. 
• In 2010 our community garden (Jannatain) won 1st place in The Penn Horticulture Society’s Citywide 

Gardening Contest. 
• Earth's Keepers has built an Urban Farm at Kingsessing Recreation Center, training 55 students to 

plant, nurture, harvest,  clean, package and sell organic vegetables. 
• We also operate a farmers market two days a week and will plant a fruit orchard in November 2011. 
 
Questions that the organization/group would like to study or explore with academic partners that, if 
answered, would advance the organization’s/group’s work: 
• What part does fresh food play in relieving stress? 
• What role does fresh organic vegetables place in promoting wellness? 
 
Summary of how the organization’s involvement in Community Driven Research Day can help further 
their mission: 
Meet  others interested in research around organic food. 
 

 

Educating Communities for Parenting 
Contact Person:  Anita Kulick 
President and CEO  
anita@ecparenting.org 

 
919 Walnut Street – 10th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
(215) 496-9780 

 
Description of Organization’s Mission and Goals: 
Educating Communities for Parenting (ECP) is a private, non-profit 501C3, which has provided high 
quality youth development and parenting education programs throughout Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
and the Country since 1976.  
 
ECP provides the knowledge and skills necessary for children, teen parents, and young adults to become 
independent, responsible, nurturing productive adults and parents better able to take care of 
themselves, their families, and their communities. ECP’s mission is to break generational cycles of lives 
defined by limited options and replace them with lives defined by limitless possibilities. Simply put – ECP 
seeks to break cycles and build futures. 
 
ECP serves nearly 1800 clients annually at over 25 sites including traditional, alternative, charter, and 
disciplinary schools; foster care residences, homeless shelters, and childcare centers. ECP works with a 
diverse range of populations including teen mothers and fathers; adjudicated delinquent youth; young 
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adults aging out of the foster care system; preschoolers, and children at grave risk of becoming victims 
or perpetrators of violence. 
 
Summary of Major Accomplishments: 
• ECP is highly regarded as one of the finest youth development and parenting education providers in 

the City. We are often invited to collaborate with the Philadelphia School District, the Department of 
Human Services, Family Court, the Division of Juvenile Probation, The Institute for Safe Families, 
Resources for Human Development, Family Services Inc., Communities In Schools, the YMCA, 
YouthBuild, the Youth Study Center, the Bridge, and many others. ECP has also is asked to partner 
with cultural and educational institutions including the Philadelphia Zoo, the Free Library, the 
Philadelphia Art Museum, Norristown Educational Theatre, Simpatico Theatre Project, and the 
Metropolitan Ballet Academy. 

• Baby Watch: Baby Watch is literally our first “baby. It was created our founder, Sally Scattergood, 
over 35 years ago when she noticed children coming into her elementary classroom in a Philadelphia 
public school unprepared to learn. Sally realized that many of these children were lacking in that 
most basic and important education – the one that is the foundation for all education - the one that 
begins at birth and is taught at home by families.  In order to help prevent these young students 
from growing into troubled adolescents and adults, Sally developed the truly visionary Baby Watch 
prevention program in which parents/caregivers and infants are "adopted" by a school, 
transforming ordinary classrooms into interactive learning labs in which students examine the 
complex parent-child relationship and learn about nurturing behaviors, caring for others and caring 
for self.   Baby Watch is currently operating at elementary schools in Lehigh, Northampton, and 
Berks County counties and at the Germantown Women’s Y Child Care Center.  An article about this 
program recently appeared in the Huffington Post. 

• As times changed and the need for intervention programs grew throughout the City, ECP developed 
two new programs to meet these even increasing challenges:  
Empowerment Zone: Empowerment Zone programs focus on providing teens and young adults with 
the skills they need to make good life choices including setting and working toward goals; building 
and maintaining healthy relationships, effective communications, and non-violent conflict 
resolution.  Empowerment Zone programs serve up to 1,000 youth each year at Reti-Wrap, a 
transitional center to support youth returning from residential delinquent placement, and at the 
Youth Study Center, Philadelphia’s secure detention center for alleged and adjudicated delinquent 
youth. 

• Power to Parent: Power to Parent is a parenting education course designed specifically for teen and 
young adult parents. We at ECP view Power to Parent as both a prevention and intervention 
program – intervention because it provides young parents with the critically necessary knowledge 
and skills they need immediately to help them meet the challenges of parenting. Prevention, 
because we hope that by teaching parents how to successfully meet the needs of their children, 
those children (just as Sally Scattergood wanted so many year ago) will be provided with that most 
important and basic education of all – the one they learn at home from their families. 
Power to Parent courses covers essential information such as child development, nurturing 
techniques, positive methods of discipline, stress and anger management, health and safety issues. 
Power to Parent also work on life skills such as: goal setting, building and maintaining healthy 
relationships, effective communications, and non-violent conflict resolution. ECP reaches well over 
300 parents throughout the city of Philadelphia each year in our Power to Parent classes. 

 



Compendium of Participants:  

    Presenter 

 

14 
 

Questions that the organization/group would like to study or explore with academic partners that, if 
answered, would advance the organization’s/group’s work: 
• Can the effects of childhood trauma (poverty, physical and emotional abuse, chaotic home situation, 

etc.) be reduced by using different methodologies to help children learn about, model and develop 
healthy relationship skills? 

• Can recidivism rates of adjudicated teen parents be reduced by teaching them the significance of 
their positive influence on the lives of their children? 

• Can cultivating a long-term relationship with teen parents help delay repeat pregnancies? 
 
Summary of how the organization’s involvement in Community Driven Research Day can help further 
their mission: 
We at ECP are very anxious to work with academic institutions to conduct research and evaluations of 
our programs to improve service delivery and hopefully validate interventions that can be used by other 
agencies and organization working with our populations. Sound research and evaluation is critical if we 
are to provide the very best services possible. The problem for ECP and so many Community Based 
Organizations is that funders do not tend to fund research and we don’t have the resources to pay for it 
internally. Community Driven Research Day is a terrific opportunity for us. 
 

 

Health Promotion Council 
Contact Person:  Aqeel Dix 
Program Coordinator 
adix@phmc.org 

 
260 S. Broad St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
(215) 731-6150 

 
Description of Organization’s Mission and Goals: 
The mission of the Health Promotion Council (HPC) is to promote health and prevent and manage 
chronic disease, especially among vulnerable populations, through community-based outreach, 
education, and advocacy. 
 
Summary of Major Accomplishments: 
• HPC has a deep rich history with working with the community in the areas of nutrition, diabetes, 

breast and prostate cancer, tobacco, and health interpretation to name a few. We have been 
awarded numerous awards and accolades from GlaxoSmithKline, Nemours, and the American 
Cancer Society. 

 
Questions that the organization/group would like to study or explore with academic partners that, if 
answered, would advance the organization’s/group’s work: 
• How do we facilitate a conversation of family health history in African American men? 
• What are ways to explore the prioritization of stress triggers in African American men? 
• What are effective communication channels for treatment options in African American men? 
 
Summary of how the organization’s involvement in Community Driven Research Day can help further 
their mission: 
Being involved in Community Driven Research Day will help HPC explore a key area of interest in African 
American men's health, also it will allow us to collaborate with academic institutions. HPC expects to: 
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1. Collaborate with others who are interested in exploring African American Men's health, particularly 
hypertension. 
2. Build relationships for further program development. 
3. Have the opportunity to share ideas on various health and wellness topics that effect minority 
communities. 
 

 

Homeless Health Initiative 
Contact Person:  Karen Hudson 
Program Leader 
hudsonk@email.chop.edu 

 
3535 Market St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
(215) 590-7646 

 
Description of Organization’s Mission and Goals: 
Navigating the health care system is stressful for many families, and this is especially true for those living 
in poverty and experiencing homelessness. The Homeless Health Initiative (HHI) was established 23 
years ago in 1988 by a group of concerned medical residents and nurses from The Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia (CHOP) to improve health care access for children experiencing homelessness. Since then, 
the Homeless Health Initiative has provided free medical and dental services to children living in 
homeless shelters. The program has grown significantly to represent a coordinated, multidisciplinary 
approach to improve the health care of children in urban and suburban shelters. HHI continues its five-
fold mission to: 
1. provide high-quality, culturally sensitive acute medical services to children in shelters 
2. connect families with insurance, and primary and specialty care 
3. enhance health care professionals’ knowledge of and exposure to homelessness and its impact on 
children’s lives and health 
4. provide education to both staff and residents in shelters, as well as community groups, in an  
effort to empower them 
5. collaborate with local and national partners to effectively advocate for the health care of children in 
shelters and to assist others in replicating the HHI model. 
 
Summary of Major Accomplishments: 
• This grassroots program has evolved to include an expanded volunteer base, more comprehensive 

programming, and a broader program reach. HHI now consists of a group of 400 volunteer health 
care professionals who provide free, high quality, on-site comprehensive pediatric care, and services 
have been expanded to include vision, hearing and dental screenings, health education, social work 
services, and advocacy support to approximately 300 children and families at multiple shelters in 
Philadelphia. 

• HHI is now a highly-respected program that has helped bridge the gaps between the medical system 
and families living in shelter. Core HHI programming includes free, high-quality medical services 
offered monthly in three West Philadelphia shelters: People’s Emergency Center (PEC), Lutheran 
Settlement House/Jane Addams Place, and Episcopal Community Services St. Barnabas Mission.  HHI 
also offers a variety of ongoing educational sessions for shelter families and staff at PEC, Jane 
Addams, and St. Barnabas, as well as Red Cross House, Salvation Army Red Shield Family Residence 
and Traveler’s Aid Shelter. 
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• HHI serves a population primarily comprised of women and children, the largest growing segment of 
the homeless population.  In West Philadelphia, the majority of these families are African-American 
and represent the most socioeconomically disadvantaged.  Throughout 2010, volunteers made 27 
medical “CHOP Night” visits to HHI’s three main shelter partners in West Philadelphia.  In keeping 
with the HHI mission, these dedicated health care volunteers offered high-quality, compassionate 
health care services free of charge to 235 children and free dental services to 175 children directly in 
their shelter home.  Of these children, 33% were recommended for follow-up with a health care 
professional. 

 
Questions that the organization/group would like to study or explore with academic partners that, if 
answered, would advance the organization’s/group’s work: 
• The literature notes that families experiencing homelessness and its impact have often experienced 

chronic trauma: developmental, physical and/or relationship trauma. These past traumas including 
homelessness itself unduly burdens and stresses family systems and the organizational systems 
caring for these families.  The HHI program services have sought to address and lessen this stress 
and trauma wherever possible. 

• While HHI has been providing services to the homeless population in Philadelphia since 1988, to 
date there has not been an evaluation of what factors contribute to utilization of HHI medical 
services and to what extent these services affect appropriate use of pediatric health care outside of 
the shelter setting. Nor has there been an evaluation of the long term impact the program may have 
on the health care utilization patterns or status of the children they serve. Data has been collected 
on the number of families utilizing the service and on their overall satisfaction with HHI 
programming. However, there is no data from the parents’ perspectives on what influences their 
use of this service.  

• We would like to begin a program evaluation of HHI’s medical services by first exploring the 
following questions:  
1.       What predisposing, enabling, and need factors influence the utilization of HHI’s medical 
services? (as described by Andersen’s Model) 
2.       How does utilization of HHI’s medical services enable or influence the understanding of need 
among families in shelter, and ultimately influence the relationship between predisposing factors 
and the appropriate use of pediatric physical or oral preventive care for homeless children? 
Eventually we would like to be able to answer the following:  
3. What is the impact of HHI’s medical services on the overall use of pediatric preventive care for 
homeless children? 

 
Summary of how the organization’s involvement in Community Driven Research Day can help further 
their mission: 
We hope to raise awareness of the impact of homelessness on children’s lives and health among other 
researchers, community groups, and CBOs, and to collaborate with local partners at Community Driven 
Research Day to effectively advocate for the health care of children in shelter. Specifically we would like 
to promote the importance of conducting a formal evaluation of our program and to identify potential 
partners to collaborate with in assessing the utilization of our medical services. Eventually, we would like 
to determine what benefit, if any, there is to the services HHI provides, to maximize the efficacy of these 
services, and to improve the overall health of children who have experienced homelessness. 
Furthermore, the findings from this evaluation will also be a first step in understanding the impact of 
interventions like CHOP Night on overall pediatric physical and oral health care utilization. This 
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knowledge can be used to inform interventions aimed at improving utilization of important preventive 
pediatric care, which will have benefit in childhood and beyond. It will also provide a better foundation 
for other organizations to replicate our model of shelter-based care.  
Additionally, we hope that our participation in CDRD will allow us to interact with others working with 
similar populations or conducting evaluations of similar programming, with the ultimate goal of 
optimizing the efficacy of our program and sharing what we have learned with others. 
 

 

Institute for Development of African American 
Youth 
Contact Person:  Earl Bowen, Jr 
External Affairs Coordinator 
ebowen@idaay.org 

 
2221 N. Broad St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19132 
(215) 285-2932 

 
Description of Organization’s Mission and Goals: 
The Institute for the Development of African American Youth, Inc. (IDAAY) was founded by S. Archye 
Leacock and a colleague in May 1991 as a direct response to the alarming statistics of the high level of 
violence reflected in the lives of disadvantaged youth in the Philadelphia area. The Institute strives to 
forward its mission and achieve its goals through a series of carefully constructed evidenced-based 
prevention/intervention and educational/cultural programs that reach at-risk youth and their families 
throughout Philadelphia. 
 
Summary of Major Accomplishments: 
• IDAAY programs have resulted in reduced rates of recidivism among young males who had been 

enrolled in its Don't Fall Down in the Hood program initiative, provided employment opportunities 
through its Young Fathers Program, and successfully prepared inner city youth for college 
enrollment through its College Bound/ Enrichment program. 

 
Questions that the organization/group would like to study or explore with academic partners that, if 
answered, would advance the organization’s/group’s work: 
• What are the experiences of the clients who receive services from the Don't Fall Down in the Hood 

Program? 
• What are the needs of African American adolescent fathers? 
• How effective is the College Bound Enrichment program in preparing inner city youth for higher 

education pursuits? 
 
Summary of how the organization’s involvement in Community Driven Research Day can help further 
their mission: 
Participating with help IDAAY in developing appropriate family supports, and expanding their target 
base in high risk neighborhoods where academic failure, truancy, and high school dropout rates are 
rampart. Additionally, they will further demonstrate the effectiveness of IDAAY programs in comparison 
in other youth and family service programs located in an urban environment. Finally, they will learn to 
measure significant improvement levels in youth self-esteem, educational attainment, and family 
stability. 
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National Nursing Centers Consortium (NNCC) 
Contact Person:  Nancy De Leon Link 
Deputy Executive Director 
ndlink@nncc.us 

 
260 S. Broad St. 18th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
(267) 765-2363 

 
Description of Organization’s Mission and Goals: 
NNCC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit based in Philadelphia that advocates for nurse practitioners as primary 
providers of health care and serves as an incubator for innovative, replicable, community-based health 
education and outreach programs. Recognizing that good health care goes beyond a single visit with one 
clinician, NNCC takes the lead in developing and running community-based programs in partnership with 
nurse practitioners and community organizations, which help people lead healthier and safer lives.  
NNCC has more than 10 years of experience implementing community-based programs that address 
environmental health risks, improve health outcomes for children and reduce health disparities, in both 
Philadelphia and Washington, D.C. The three main areas of environmental health that NNCC focuses on 
are lead poisoning prevention, asthma trigger reduction and elimination of indoor environmental health 
hazards through Healthy Homes programs. 
 
Summary of Major Accomplishments: 
• NNCC’s previous environmental health work providing lead poisoning prevention education includes 

NNCC’s signature lead poisoning prevention program, Lead Safe Babies (LSB), funded by EPA and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). LSB is the nation’s oldest lead poisoning primary 
prevention program, serving 10,000 families over the past 10 years. Each year, LSB outreach workers 
provide approximately 1,400 families in DC and Philadelphia with in-home lead poisoning prevention 
education, home assessments and lead testing. Outcome data from LSB shows that participating 
families experience an increase in their knowledge of lead poisoning prevention. In addition, NNCC 
found significant relative risk reduction for children with blood lead levels greater than or equal to 
10 and 20 micrograms per deciliter.  

• With regard to asthma trigger reduction, NNCC runs a successful Asthma Safe Kids (ASK) program. 
Like LSB, Asthma Safe Kids provides at-risk families with in-home education on potential asthma 
triggers, home assessments and supplies that can be used to reduce household triggers. To date, 
ASK staff have served hundreds of families in Philadelphia and Western Pennsylvania. Outcome data 
shows that participating families not only gain more knowledge of asthma triggers, but take actual 
steps to reduce them, leading to better health outcomes.   

 
Questions that the organization/group would like to study or explore with academic partners that, if 
answered, would advance the organization’s/group’s work: 
• What effect does providing in-home environmental health education have on reducing community 

stress and increasing wellness? 
• What effect does providing in-home environmental health supplies to control asthma triggers, e.g. 

mattress and pillow covers, have on reducing community stress and increasing wellness? 
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Summary of how the organization’s involvement in Community Driven Research Day can help further 
their mission: 

 We are looking for opportunities to partner with communities and researchers to conduct and 
improve our environmental health community outreach programs. 

 

 

Penn State Extension Nutrition Links 
Contact Person:  Suzanne Weltman 
Supervisor, Nutrition Educator 
sxw53@psu.edu 

 
2 Penn Center Plaza, Suite 200 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
(215) 471-2200 ext. 108 

 
Description of Organization’s Mission and Goals: 
For over 40 years, Penn State Extension Nutrition Links, the Expanded Food and Nutrition Education 
Program (EFNEP), has helped families attain healthy eating and lifestyle practices. Our nutrition 
outreach program delivers research-based information and education in community group settings to 
help Philadelphia residents in under-served neighborhoods make better nutrition and health decisions. 
The results are strong, nurturing families; healthy, thriving children; and positive youth development. 
The curriculum is comprised of nine core nutrition and fitness lessons, including understanding nutrition 
labels, to achieving maximum nutrition on a limited budget. Hands-on cooking demonstrations are an 
integral part of each workshop. 
EFNEP is federally funded through the U.S. Department of Agriculture Cooperative State Research 
Education and Extension Service (CSREES). 
 
Summary of Major Accomplishments: 
• In Philadelphia, Penn State Extension Nutrition Links is proud of its unique accomplishments in 

empowering under-served urban residents with knowledge and tools for making healthful lifestyle 
changes for themselves and their families. This success has been achieved in part by cultivating 
committed working partnerships and collaborations. For example: 

• Philadelphia Housing Authority (PHA): We are currently conducting nutrition outreach classes in 
more than 12 public housing locations. Last summer, we reached more than 500 youth through 
hands-on nutrition lessons and learning activities.  

• Health Partners: Working with this not-for-profit health insurance provider to over 170,000 
members in the Greater Philadelphia region, Penn State Extension taught the Nutrition Links 
curriculum to several hundred participants in the "Biggest Winner" health and lifestyle-change 
program, many from impoverished Spanish-speaking communities. The majority achieved reduced 
blood pressure readings, weight loss and improved A1c scores. 

 
Questions that the organization/group would like to study or explore with academic partners that, if 
answered, would advance the organization’s/group’s work: 
• Penn State Extension Nutrition Links measures food behaviors pre and post session, within an 

average timeframe of 8 to 10 weeks. What is the long-term impact of health and nutrition education 
on participants' health and lifestyle beyond this scope? 

• What level of knowledge and hands-on skills do participants retain after they have completed 
classes, 3 months out, 6 months and 1 year? Would they benefit from a refresher course? 

• What impact has the program had on improving the health and nutrition of children? 
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Summary of how the organization’s involvement in Community Driven Research Day can help further 
their mission: 
Help evaluate the long-term effectiveness of the current Penn State Extension Nutrition Links program. 
Provide input and direction for future nutrition outreach planning. 
Network and recruit new organizations for involvement in upcoming Nutrition Links workshops. 
 

 

Philadelphia Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Contact Person:  Keith Bailey 
Senior Program Director 
keith@psrphila.org 

 
704 N. 23rd St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19130 
(215) 765-8703 

 
Description of Organization’s Mission and Goals: 
PSR, a public health non-profit organization, mobilizes individuals, health professionals and community 
organizations to promote non-violence; to safeguard the environment and to ensure universal access to 
healthcare. In 1979, the Philadelphia PSR was established as a chapter of National PSR to educate the 
community about the medical consequences of nuclear war. With the end of the Cold War, the 
Philadelphia chapter revised its mission to guide work directed at understanding the root causes of and 
the prevention of interpersonal violence. The Philadelphia chapter was separately incorporated as a 501 
(c) (3) organization in 1996.  Today there is regular communication and collaboration, yet Philadelphia 
PSR’s programs operate independently from the national organization. 
 
Summary of Major Accomplishments: 
• 2011 marked the 16th year of Peaceful Posse®.  It has been inspiring to see the courage and 

willingness of people learning to change. As a boys group leader shared “These kids go from seeing a 
society where violence is sometimes the only option to know they have options of communicating 
their problems without resorting to violence.”  In addition to youth groups, Peaceful Posse also 
works with parents and families.  As one mom said, “Mothering is a learning experience. The 
adjustment from child hood to adulthood can be challenging, scary, difficult, but some of the skills 
we learned has helped to keep the lines of communication open between us. And has helped me to 
realize and accept that my baby is growing into a young lady. Though our relationship will change as 
she grows the mother daughter bond is awesome.”  

• The 5th Annual Legs Against Arms 5K Run/Walk & Celebration of Youth, held in April 2011, included 
over 30 partnering organizations and over 1200 attending youth and adults. Over 30 teams ran in 
honor of loved ones lost to gun violence. Students from South Philadelphia High School organized 
their 2nd annual Legs Against Arms team designed to raise awareness about the issue of gun 
violence for their fellow classmates. 

• In the Fall of 2011, PSR began the implementation of a new pilot program to implement school 
based Youth Courts at two local Philadelphia High Schools. These Youth Courts will be designed to 
address violations of the school code of conduct and will serve as an alternative to out-of-school 
suspension. Youth courts are structured to provide positive alternative sanctions for first-time 
offenders by providing a peer-driven sentencing mechanism that allows young people to take 
responsibility, to be held accountable, and to make restitution. Positive peer pressure is used in 
youth courts to exert influence over adolescent behavior. Youth Courts are cited in the Pennsylvania 
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Pre-Adjudication Policy Guide as an effective Diversion Process for youth who commit school-based 
offenses. This Youth Court will be utilized as a graduated sanction for first time offenders who admit 
to the offense and voluntarily agree to participate in the process. 

• PSR participated in JeffSTARS, a Jefferson Medical School service training and advocacy program for 
medical students and residents.  Medical students and residents participated in select Peaceful 
Posse groups with much success.  The youth really enjoyed having them participate in the groups, to 
provide a medical perspective, a discussion of non-linear career paths, and to serve as an additional 
adult role model.  This program gave us hope about the possibility of using more volunteers in the 
Peaceful Posse program. 

• A generous donor has given PSR the opportunity to award a yearly college scholarship to a student 
we work with directly (Peaceful Posse, Senior Projects) or a student at an institution with which we 
partner. Candidates are selected based on a recommendation from their advisor, academic 
performance and financial need. Preference will be given to a student who is considering study in a 
health-related field.  The second annual “PSR Social Change Award” was recently given to a senior at 
Parkway NW High School for Peace and Social Justice.  Designed as “last dollar scholarship”, it will 
help fill some of the remaining financial gap many students face when putting together their college 
financial packages. 

• PSR also works closely with medical students with a chapter at each of the 5 area medical schools.  
Student chapters identify and design projects such as hospital recycling programs, lobbying days in 
Harrisburg or DC, and community gardens.  PSR provides the structure, support, and inter-school 
collaboration for these and other projects, entrenching their commitment of community volunteer 
service throughout their medical profession.  In addition, PSR hosts events throughout the year for 
medical students such as the annual Soul of Medicine Brunch, discussion panels, and Inter-school 
social gatherings 

 
Questions that the organization/group would like to study or explore with academic partners that, if 
answered, would advance the organization’s/group’s work: 
• What affect can the implementation and operation of a school based youth court have on a school's 

overall climate? Do youth courts increase positive attitudes towards school climate on the part of 
students? Staff? 

• What impact do school based youth courts have on truancy and school attendance? Can a school 
based youth court be used as a significant tool to combat truancy? 

• Can youth courts and other restorative justice based initiatives be used to increase the overall level 
of civic engagement in a school population? Is this reflected by an increase in the number of 
community service projects linked to a school? 

 
Summary of how the organization’s involvement in Community Driven Research Day can help further 
their mission: 
PSR's involvement with the Community Driven Research Day can further help our mission by helping in 
our efforts to mobilize individuals and organizations to promote non violence.  
We would like to connect with researchers who are interested in conducting evaluations and research 
projects connecting with our initiative to revitalize the school based youth court model in Philadelphia. 
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The Food Trust 
Contact Person:  Dr. Allison Karpyn 
Director, Research and Evaluation 
akarpyn@thefoodtrust.org 

 
1617 JFK Blvd, Suite 900 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(215) 575-0444 ext. 119 

 
Description of Organization’s Mission and Goals: 
The Food Trust, founded in 1992, works to improve the health of children and adults living in 
Philadelphia by promoting healthy diets and ensuring that everyone has access to affordable, nutritious 
food. 
 
Summary of Major Accomplishments: 
• One of The Food Trust’s biggest accomplishments is the Pennsylvania Fresh Food Financing 

Initiative, which encourages the development of food retail in underserved Pennsylvania 
communities.  In response to the low number of supermarkets per capita in Philadelphia especially 
within low-income communities, The Food Trust convened a group of experts in various sectors to 
examine the issue.  The public-private partnership that resulted has become a model for 
communities nationwide and has been named one of the nation’s most innovative government 
programs by Harvard University. 

• The Food Trust’s Comprehensive School Nutrition Policy for the School District of Philadelphia was 
found to reduce the incidence of overweight children by 50 percent based on the evaluation of Dr. 
Gary Foster of Temple University. 

• The Food Trust has participated in the Community Food Security Coalition’s Farm to School program 
since 2007 and consequently, with the expansion to 25 schools in Philadelphia, 45,000 students 
have access to fresh and locally grown fruits and vegetables in their school meals. 

• As a result of the Philadelphia Coalition for Healthy Children, formed by The Food Trust in the 
summer of 2003, the Philadelphia school system has some of the toughest beverage policies 
pertaining to soda and sugary drinks in the country. 

 
Questions that the organization/group would like to study or explore with academic partners that, if 
answered, would advance the organization’s/group’s work: 
• How have the food-related interventions implemented in Hunting Park as part of the Hunting Park 

Revitalization Project influenced the incidence of crime both within the park and in the surrounding 
neighborhoods? The Hunting Park Revitalization Project is a community-driven effort to improve the 
safety and maintenance of Hunting Park, an 87-acre section of Fairmount Park in North Philadelphia.  
As part of the $20 million dollar revitalization project, The Food Trust has partnered with the 
Fairmount Park Conservancy to introduce a farmers’ market (completed), a community garden 
(completed) and a concession stand (forthcoming) into Hunting Park.  These food-related 
interventions as well as other interventions such as improved lighting and new playgrounds are 
expected to have a positive effect on crime rates in the park.  To study the effect of these 
interventions, The Food Trust would like to see how baseline crime rates from up to two years pre-
intervention compare with crime rates after all the incremental changes in the park have been 
completed. 
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Summary of how the organization’s involvement in Community Driven Research Day can help further 
their mission: 

 Through our participation in Community Driven Research Day, The Food Trust will be able to 
interact with professionals in multiple disciplines that can assist us as we seek to accomplish the 
goals of our mission to ensure access to healthy and affordable food.  As we seek to study crime 
statistics in Hunting Park both pre and post intervention,, it is especially pertinent that we make 
contacts with experts who can better help us analyze these statistics. 

 

 

Witnesses to Hunger 
Contact Person:  Tianna Gaines-Turner 
Chair, Witnesses to Hunger Advisory Board 
tianna.gaines@witnessestohunger.org 

 
1505 Race St, MS 1035 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
(215) 762-3806 

 
Description of Organization’s Mission and Goals: 
Witnesses to Hunger's mission is, "To end the cycle of poverty through civic engagement, public 
education, self and community empowerment." Witnesses to Hunger is a group of women working 
together to inform lawmakers and the public about hunger and poverty. The group provides an 
opportunity for these different groups to listen, learn and work together to ensure that low income 
families in America are able to reach their fullest potential. Witnesses to Hunger has been running now 
for three years. In 2010, Witnesses to Hunger elected its first Advisory Board. In the next year the group 
plans to do an advocacy project on homelessness in partnership with families in Philadelphia shelters, 
launch a peer mentoring program at the KROC Center in partnership with the Salvation Army, and 
continue to advocate for change on behalf of our families and children. 
 
Summary of Major Accomplishments: 
• Witnesses to Hunger has a traveling exhibit that has been shown in several high-profile locations 

including the Rotunda of the Senate Russell Building in Washington, DC, and the Pennsylvania State 
Capitol in Harrisburg. 

• Witnesses continually do speaking engagements to inform policymakers and the public on the 
struggles of poverty. Members of Witnesses to Hunger have spoken with the press on several 
occasions over the past three years, including The Philadelphia Inquirer, Washington Post, CNN's 
American Morning, CBS Evening News, and ABC Nightly News with Diane Sawyer. 

• We have expanded our project to other towns in Pennsylvania as well as Boston and Baltimore. 
• As the beginning of our peer mentoring project, we have begun regular support groups based on the 

Sanctuary Model at St. Christopher's Hospital for Children and will be offering them at additional 
locations. 

 
Questions that the organization/group would like to study or explore with academic partners that, if 
answered, would advance the organization’s/group’s work: 
• How are trauma and stress related to poverty? 
• What are the factors leading people to homelessness, and how can the system be changed? 
• How can we measure the effectiveness of our new peer mentoring program? 
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Summary of how the organization’s involvement in Community Driven Research Day can help further 
their mission: 
We are looking for networking, advocacy partners, and partners to help with our homelessness project 
and peer mentoring project, both to begin in 2012. 
 

 

Women Organized Against Rape 
Contact Person:  Teresa M. White-Walson 
Education Director 
teresa @woar.org 

 
1617 JFK Blvd. Suite 1100 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(215) 985-3315 x192 

 
Description of Organization’s Mission and Goals: 
WOAR is Pennsylvania's first rape crisis center and the largest in the state of Pennsylvania.  WOAR's 
mission is to prevent sexual violence and to provide support for survivors of sexual violence.  Services 
include individual and group counseling, court and medical accompaniment, advocacy, education and 
outreach to underserved populations. 
 
Summary of Major Accomplishments: 
• WOAR provides free-of-charge treatment for survivors of sexual violence.  
• WOAR established the Philadelphia Sexual Assault Advisory Council, a committee comprised of Law 

Enforcement, Medical Professionals, the District Attorney's Office and social service organizations to 
ensure high quality services for survivors of sexual violence and their families.   

• WOAR serves on the statewide Primary Prevention Workgroup whose missions is to develop 
evidenced based primary prevention curricula for the prevention of sexual violence.   

• WOAR's Educational Department annually conducts over 1800 programs/workshops to schools, 
community and professional organizations in an effort to promote the prevention of sexual violence. 

 
Questions that the organization/group would like to study or explore with academic partners that, if 
answered, would advance the organization’s/group’s work: 
• From the lens of adolescent/teens living in Philadelphia:  Is sexual assault prevention part of your 

family's safety plan?   
• If you knew that a friend was being sexually abused, would you try to help that friend by telling an 

adult?   
• Are your friends pressured to engage in sex with a dating partner? 
 
Summary of how the organization’s involvement in Community Driven Research Day can help further 
their mission: 
WOAR's participation in the Community-Driven Research Day would support our effort to conduct needs 
assessment to develop effective strategies to refine education and outreach efforts to promote the 
prevention of sexual violence. 
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Non-Presenters 
 

Abigail Abbas 
St. Christopher's Hospital 
Trauma Social Worker 
 

 
4048 Roosevelt Blvd. 
Philadelphia,PA 19124 
(267) 970-4873 
tub79703@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Mental Health within the community setting 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Education regarding health disparities 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Through community activities 
 

 

Ajoa A. Abrokwa 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 
Maternal and Child Health  Educator 
 
Area of Study: Graduate - Doctoral 
Public Health Advocacy and Leadership 

 
230 Roberta Ave. 
Collingdale,PA 19023 
(267) 761-7346 
herbal_living@hotmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
My current research interest are focused on healthy, safe housing development for low-income families.  
I am working towards developing a project to create energy efficient green homes for low-income 
families to address some of the identified public health needs in the community. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I expect to expand my professional network.  I believe that I will be in an environment that will 
support my desire to participate in community development and program planning. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I am an advocate for the community and I would love to provide support with developing 
systems to better capture data that can support program development to meet the needs of 
communities. 

 

 

Joann S. Akpan 
Temple University 
Student 

 
1920 N. 7th St. 
Philadelphia,PA19122 
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Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

(267) 528-2226 
jowee_90@hotmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
I've done previous research on embryonic stem cells, heart health and currently I do research related to 
Obesity, bariatric surgery.  I'm interested in doing any epidemiological related research. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Currently, I am looking for an internship for next semester. I hope to meet potential employers, 
network and possibly find a new research area I haven't considered before. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I would be able to assist in the research as well as the organization process.  Currently, I work 
with an emergency preparedness organization and we train individuals frequently in that area. I 
am a very organized person and I pay attention to great detail.  My research skills have been 
honed due to my experience working at the Center for Obesity Research Education and I am also 
skilled in teaching, disseminating knowledge and creating awareness,  I believe I will be able to 
assist any organization with anything they need me to do as I am a quick learner and I adapt 
very well to different situations and also work well under stress. 

 

 

Namarik Alenezy 
Temple University 
Undergraduate Student 
 
Area of Study: Undergraduate 
Biology with a minor in neuroscience 

 
1520 Cecil B. Moore Ave., Apt. 319 
Philadelphia,PA 19121 
(202) 262-5666 
namarik_93@hotmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
I am interested in any form of research pertaining to psychology, neuroscience, or biology. I am very 
open to any opportunities. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I hope to find a research opportunity that I can take part in, and I hope to learn about the 
different kinds of research opportunities available to undergraduates. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Although I am only a freshman, I am definitely willing to take part in research. It may be 
somewhat difficult for me, but I will be dedicated to the research, even if my role is only slight. 

 

 

Alexandra Altland  
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Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

1123 Fawn Court 
York,PA17406 
(717) 683-8133 
tuc38168@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 This will help me to learn more about my future and was is available. 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 YES! 
 

 

Christiana Ayo-Vaughan 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
1700 W. Diamond St.  
Philadelphia,PA19122 
(215) 909-2458 
tub73225@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I believe I can meet people who can help me get some research experience. 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Volunteering 
 

 

Courtney Baker 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Graduate - Post Doc 
Clinical Psychology 

 
3535 Market St, Suite 1465 
Philadelphia,PA19104 
(267) 426-9691 
bakerc1@email.chop.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
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My research focuses on the effective translation of evidence-based treatments from university to 
community settings. Specifically, I focus on better understanding why socioemotional interventions for 
preschoolers work, or fail to work, when implemented in community childcare settings.  
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Community-researcher partnerships are a critical component of my work. I enjoyed attending 
Community-Driven Research Day last year, and I look forward to hearing about the wonderful 
work that community leaders and researchers are doing together here in Philadelphia.  

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Though my position here at CHOP is time-limited, my mentor, Dr. Leff, is currently engaged in 
this type of work.  

 

 

Madeline Barbush 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study: Undergraduate 
Undeclared in the College of Liberal Arts 

 
2025 N. Broad St. 
Philadelphia,PA19122 
(717) 307-0367 
tud19420@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Hopefully, it will help lead me in the right direction as to what my major should be or if a health 
major is even for me at all. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I enjoy volunteer work, so I would be a great addition to any volunteer events. 
 

 

Laura Beierschmitt 
Temple University 
Graduate Research Assistant 
 
Area of Study: Graduate - Masters 
Criminal Justice 

 
1115 W. Berks Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19122 
610-715-6707 
tuc70508@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
I am currently a master's student at Temple University. I am working with Dr. Jennifer Wood on a project 
involving police crisis intervention teams and mental health resources. 
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Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I would be interested in gaining contacts with Community Organizations whether through direct 
contact or through other researchers. The intent being to aid in future research, and to gain 
information about resource connections that are needed to help particular communities. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 As a graduate student I will not be able to assist Community Based Organizations very much. 
However, I would be able to learn more about the problems which need to focused on for 
future research. 

 

 

Natasha Benoit 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
1701 N. 10th St. 
Philadelphia,PA19122 
(401) 368-3886 
natasha.benoit@gmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I would love to make connections and network.  Trying to find something that interests me 
would narrow a future career choice.  That would be beneficial. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I have done a lot of work in the education and community based public health field. 
 

 

Ingrid Berthomieux 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
1612 N. WIllington St. 
Philadelphia,PA19121 
(201) 657-4731 
ingridberthomieux@yahoo.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Learn more about research opportunities in the Philadelphia area. 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 
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 By spreading awareness of the organization. 
 

 

Dr. Joan Bloch 
Drexel University 
Assistant Professor 
 

 
245 N. 15th St. 
Philadelphia,PA 19104 
(215) 762-3356 
jrb68@drexel.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Maternal-infant health outcomes 
Racial/ethnic perinatal health disparities 
Migrating women and childbearing 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I am passionate in making a difference in real lives of mothers and their families. I am looking for 
other collaborators for the problems affecting mothers and their families in urban areas are 
huge. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 As a academic with extensive research preparation, we can work together. My academic 
institution has the infrastructure to support research. 

 

 

Allison Breznicky 
Public Health 101 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
3210 Kennedy Road  
Norristown,PA19403 
(610) 564-1780 
tuc39161@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 My expectations are to get a look into the world of Public Health. Also to learn more about 
Public Health organizations and internships.  

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I could assist by volunteering my time for health projects in the community. 
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Barrett Bridenhagen 
Center for Public Health Initiatives 
Fellow 
 

 
Hamilton Walk 
Philadelphia ,PA19104 
(215) 573-8841 
bbride@mail.med.upenn.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Teach Urban Health and Public Health Law at Penn 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Teach Urban Health and Public Health Law at Penn 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 
 

 

Kiara Brown 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
Philadelphia,PA19119 
kiara@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 
 

 

Stacey Brunson 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
1807 W. Master St. 
Philadelphia,PA19121 
(203) 508-3410 
staceydash1115@aol.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I expect to learn about the pertinent aspects that directly and indirectly affect the communities 
we live and work in.  
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Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I would be able to assist a community-based organization further their work by becoming 
involved with the group and speaking directly with community members about the things that 
are affecting them. 

 

 

Dr. Greta Bunin 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 
Research Associate Professor 
 

 
3535 Market St., Rm 1472 
Philadelphia,PA 19104 
(215) 590-1445 
bunin@email.chop.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Studies to investigate the etiology of cancer, mostly in children.  Risk factors of interest include diet, 
occupational exposures, medical radiation, and pesticides. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I want to learn more about community-driven research. 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Assistance with study design 
 

 

Anneliese Butler 
Philadelphia VA Medical Center 
Research Coordinator 
 

 
3900 Woodland Ave., Bldg 4100 
Philadelphia,PA 19104 
(215) 823-5800 ext. 7141 
anneliese.butler@va.gov 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Background in medical anthropology and social work, currently participating in evaluation of VHA's 
efforts to implement patient-centered medical home model, working primarily in qualitative core. 
Interests in qualitative, participatory, and visual methods, as well as Deaf studies. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Exposure to new ideas, meeting potential partners/collaborators, unexpected discoveries 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 At this point, primarily as a conduit to others who may be able to partner with them more 
directly 

 

 

Caroline Campbell  



Compendium of Participants:  

    Non-Presenter 

 

34 
 

Congreso de Latinos Unidos 
Program Manager, Latina Domestic Violence Program 
 

216 W. Somerset Street 
Philadelphia,PA19133 
(215) 763-8870 x1339 
campbellc@congreso.net 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Domestic Violence 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 My staff member, Zujeil Flores, and myself would like to attend to see what the day and event is 
about, and prepare for participation for next year on behalf of our Latina Domestic Violence 
Program. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 We would like to be able to participate next year as a CBO 
 

 

Jonathan Cass 
Drexel University School of Public Health 
Director of Community Projects 
 
Area of Study:  Graduate - Doctoral 
Public Health 

 
1505 Race St. 
Philadelphia,PA19102 
(215) 762-4396 
jcass@drexel.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Nutritional epidemiology, policy, trans fat regulation, product and menu labeling 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I hope to find potential preceptor contacts and create new partnerships for our MPH students 
who work in the community as part of the Drexel MPH program.  

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Provide assistance in the form of an MPH student placement who can conduct research, collect 
data, run analyses, make policy recommendations, develop educational materials etc., based on 
the needs of the community site.  

 

 

Cameron Chase 
Drexel University 
MPH Student 
 
Area of Study: Graduate - Masters 
Community Health Promotion 

 
1835 Arch Street, Suite 1203 
Philadelphia,PA19103 
(509) 301-0533 
cmc437@drexel.edu 
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Research background and current interests: 
My interests are developing but are focused on the health and wellbeing of our young people, 
specifically those at risk.  At risk youth include, homeless, inner-city, impoverished, gang, and migrant 
youth. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I am very new to the field of public health and new to Philadelphia.  I therefore am interested in 
learning as much as I can about the landscape of the city and the violence that has engulfed 
parts of it.  I also hope to learn more about the efforts, successes, and failures in addressing this 
epidemic to help inform my future community work. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I am merely a student and new to the field, but by learning from these organizations, my future 
involvement and current volunteer work in communities will allow me to make more informed 
decisions and fight the spread of violence. 

 

 

Tahirah Chichester 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health/ Visual Anthropology 

 
1817 N. Bouvier St. 
Philadelphia,PA19121 
(340) 332-7739 
libragyurl@hotmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
No research background. Current interest includes cancer research, improving health literature, and 
health initiatives in low income communities. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I believe that the research will not only further my knowledge of research that I am currently 
interested in, but it will also shed some light on other types of research topics. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I would be able to bring new insight/ideas and energy into these organizations. 
 

 

Joy Clark 
United Way Delaware County 
Special Projects Vista 
 
Area of Study: Graduate 
Youth Leadership 

 
2310 Providence Ave. 
Chester,PA 19013 
(610) 874-8646 ext. 107 
jclark@uwdelco.org 
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Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 My expectation is that by attending this research day, I will be able to determine some research 
options for myself. I also look forward to building relationships with existing research project 
leaders, so that if I do find a research area that interests me from this event, I can partner with 
that team to help complete the research. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Currently, I am studying Urban Studies at Eastern University focusing in the  area of Youth 
Leadership. I have a passion for broken families and communities and have worked in non- 
profit youth development for the past five years. I bring knowledge as a youth service provider 
(hands on) as well as a program administrator (coordinator) and I am currently connecting with 
my community as a Vista in Chester, Pennsylvania. At my Vista site, United Way DELCO, I am 
working to help build capacities in the programs that United Way sponsors. 

 

 

Amy Confair 
Drexel University School of Public Health 
Community-Based Research and Policy Associate 
 

 
Friends Center, Floor 2 
1501 Cherry St. 
Philadelphia,PA 19102 
(215) 571-4155 
atn.amy@gmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
I recently completed my Masters of Public Health where my two main research projects were related to 
cell-phone distracted driving and smoking in cars with children.  I previously worked as a Research 
Assistant with HIV+ adolescents and on structural change initiatives to decrease the infection rate in 
Philadelphia. My previous research experience was more in the psychosocial field. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I currently work for Drexel School of Public Health's Office for Research.  I'd like to meet people 
at Community-Driven Research Day to update my knowledge of current projects/proposals in 
the area and meet potentially good partners for faculty, students, and staff at our school.  I feel 
open to experience anything Community-Driven Research Day has to offer without having many 
preconceived expectations. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I completed a certificate program in Community-based Public Health where I enhanced my skills 
in building mutually beneficial partnerships between researchers and CBOs.  I believe I could 
help craft MOUs where both sides would feel good about the partnership.  I strongly believe in 
the dissemination of research and evidence-based practice to benefit the community, so this is 
also an area I'd like to contribute. 
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Aisha Coulson-Walters 
Maternity Care Coalition 
Family and Community Partnerships Coordinator 
 

 
2000 Mifflin St. 
Philadelphia,PA 19145 
(267) 546-3510 
awalters@momobile.org 

 

Research background and current interests: 
I have done research in the area of family development and the socialization of children. I am currently 
interested in the areas of early childhood education. The health of low-income children particularly of 
immigrant communities and parent engagement. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 By attending this conference, I hope to gain insight into the research taking place in the 
community in which I work and live and if it can inform best practices in the work that I do. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Connecting with the community in which they are studying or initiating a project 

 

Dr. Curtis E. Cummings 
Drexel University School of Public Health 
Faculty 
 

 
MS 1034, 1505 Race St 
Philadelphia,PA19102 
(215) 762-3938 
cc383@drexel.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Lead poisoning - worked with Philadelphia Department of Public Health  
 
Public Health Preparedness - have worked with my students, local health departments, Philadelphia 
Health Federation, Philadelphia Quarantine Station, Philadelphia Fire Department 
 
Environmental and Occupational Health 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Contact with community groups, students 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Student research projects - our students can do master's projects at their organization 
 

 

Karen Davis 
Temple University 
Student 

 
9642 Convent Ave. 
Philadelphia,PA19114 
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Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

(215) 510-7611 
kay_dee90@msn.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I hope to learn about how to use my Public Health degree in the community. I am also expecting 
to learn about the many community programs in the Philadelphia region and what they do. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 With the classes I have taken, I know I can help communities with their problems and help to 
make programs more effective. 

 

 

Peter DeCarlo 
Drexel University 
Assistant Professor 
 

 
3141 Chestnut St. Room 251 Curtis 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104 
215-895-2345 
pfd33@drexel.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
I am a new professor at Drexel and am interested in the measurement of particulate matter in the 
atmosphere and how it relates to human health, the environment, and climate.  
see: http://www.pages.drexel.edu/~pfd33 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 My interest in this program is how my research could also tie into and be useful to people at the 
community level. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 My research is heavily tied to monitoring and measuring air pollution.  Community groups who 
would be interested in measurements of particulate matter or other pollutants could benefit 
from my research. 

 

 

Lydia Deputy 
Temple 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
1919 Gratz St. 
Philadelphia,PA19121 
(717) 277-1134 
in2africa09@gmail.com 
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Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I hope that it will expand my view of the possibilities within the public health field. 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I have done humanitarian work in communities in third world countries.  
 

 

Casey Flores 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
4 Roberts Court 
Tenafly,NJ07670 
(201) 314-8782 
tuc12669@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
I do not have much previous research background. I am currently interested in looking for public health 
opportunities such as volunteering for an public health based organized. I really am interested in 
learning more about health services, epidemiology, community health and behavioral health. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I think that my involvement in Community Driven Research Day will help  me further my 
research interests by learning more about public health organizations and what they do. My 
expectations for the day are to meet different organizations and hopefully find one that I could 
invest time into in the future. I would like to learn more about the organizations around 
Philadelphia and what they are doing for the community. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I would be able to assist a Community Based Organization by giving my public health 
background and my volunteer work skills. I am very driven to help out the community and help 
people in need. I also would like to help better the community as a whole and make 
improvements. 

 

 

Zujeil Flores 
Congreso de Latinos Unidos 
Program Manager, Latina Domestic Violence Program 
 

 
216 W. Somerset Street 
Philadelphia,PA19133 
(215) 763-8870 x1339 
floresz@congreso.net 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Domestic Violence 
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Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 My staff member, Caroline Campbell, and myself would like to attend to see what the day and 
event is about, and prepare for participation for next year on behalf of our Latina Domestic 
Violence Program. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 We would like to be able to participate next year as a CBO 
 

 

Ivory Fowler 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
7953 Temple Road 
Philadelphia,PA19150 
(215) 329-8288 
arielbeauty@aol.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Unsure 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I could help promote the community group. Help spread the word about them. 
 

 

Nikki Franke 
Temple University, Department of Public Health 
Associate Professor 
 

 
1301 Cecil B. Moore Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19122 
215-204-5111 
nfranke@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Community Organization  
Adolescent Health 

 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Excellent opportunity to meet with CBOs to discuss common interests. 
 

Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 
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 By providing undergradute student support. 
 

 

Rosemary Frasso 
UPenn School of Medicine 
Lecturer, Masters of Public Health Program 
 
 

 
3620 Hamilton Walk, Anatony-Chemistry 
Building, Room 129 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
215-746-8554 
rofrasso@mail.med.upenn.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 

 Improving access to physical and mental health services for vulnerable populations, health 
disparities, health literacy and qualitative methodologies. 

 

 

Christina Gable 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
1823 N. 17th St. 
Philadelphia,PA19121 
(215) 983-9808 
tuc51576@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 My expectations is to get a better understanding.  
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 By providing information to others 
 

 

Amera Galal 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
7841 Ridge Ave. 
Philadelphia ,PA19128 
(215) 684-9816 
tuc46347@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
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Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 To get a better idea of opportunities available in the PH Health field. 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Actively participating and raising awareness of organization 
 

 

Maureen Gay 
Temple University 
Nurse Practioner 
 
Area of Study: Graduate - Doctoral 
Nursing 

 
517. N Ramuno Drive 
Middletown, Delaware 19707 
302 312-0373 
maureen63538@gmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Different topics and interest for future research in the community for capstone project 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Possibly collecting and organizing data 

 

Cierra Gomez 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Pre-Nursing 

 
2318 N. Hancock St 
Philadelphia,PA19133 
(267) 844-2140 
tub64008@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 This will be my first time attending so my expectation for the day is to learn as much as I can 
about the Community-Driven Research Day 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 By being able to provide my time and effort to help them grow as an organization 
 

 

Michelle Goodreau  
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Temple University  
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

1724 N. Willington St. 
Philadelphia,PA19121 
(610) 507-7154 
tub66013@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I would like to speak with health professionals in the field of public health. 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Undecided 
 

 

Colleen Gray 
West Chester University 
Graduate Student/ Program Assistant 
 
Area of Study: Graduate - Masters 
Clinical Psychology 

 
2510 Mansfield Ave. 
Drexel Hill,PA19026 
(484) 343-0974 
colleen0974@gmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
I am interested in coping with stress in African American children and adolescents, primarily in urban 
areas.  I am currently working on a masters thesis on a program that teaches African American 
adolescents how to cope with stress, by teaching them cognitive structuring and separating the 
situations they can change  (such as failing a class in school) from those they can't (such as community 
violence).  I am also interested in how a positive racial identity can be a protective factor in stressors 
such as discrimination.  I am interested in the ways in which hopelessness about the future may lead to 
engaging in violence/involvement in crime. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Community-Driven Research Day will allow me to learn more about what others in the 
community are doing and allowing me to learn about ways I can get involved in the future.  I 
plan on applying to doctoral programs in the future and want to learn more about what 
research is currently being done that fits my interests.  I will also learn about organizations that I 
may be applying to in the future for a job or partner with in a future program. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Through future employment, through future research partnered programs 
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Stephanie Green 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Psychology 

 
Cecil B. Moore Ave. 
Philadelphia,PA19121 
(301) 466-9857 
steph_301@yahoo.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Networking 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Networking 
 

 

Arianna Hall-Reinhard 
Lutheran Settlement House 
Adult Education Program Coordinator 
 
Area of Study: Undergraduate 
Geography and Urban Studies 

 
1340 Frankford Ave. 
Philadelphia,PA 19125 
(215) 426-8610 ext. 223 
ahreinhard@lutheransettlement.org 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I am interested in a broad introduction to the potential of community-driven research.  I'd like 
to learn more both from the perspective of a Temple University student interested in potential 
research topics as well as the employee of a community based organization that may be 
interested in collaborating with researchers.  I expect to get a thorough introduction to the topic 
as well as an opportunity to meet people currently working on community-driven research to 
get input on research design. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Either through engaging in research with an organization or potentially creating a partnership 
with my organization for mutually beneficial collaboration 
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Tyler Hercules 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study: Undergraduate 
Psychology/Political Science 

 
2237 N. Camac St. 
Philadelphia,PA 19133 
(917) 803-5562 
tyler.hercules@gmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 

 

Whitney Hewlett 
Drexel University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Graduate- Masters 
Non-Matriculated Public Health 

 
216 Jane Chapman Drive E. 
Newtown,PA18940 
(914) 906-9269 
wjh53@drexel.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
In terms of my research background, during the 2010-2011 school year I had the opportunity to 
volunteer as a research assistant at the Social and Behavioral Health Interventions Research Laboratory 
at Temple University. I worked with a Public Health doctoral candidate to organize and carry out some 
preliminary analyses of data for an expressive writing intervention study examining gender differences 
and adjustment to colorectal cancer. My work at the lab also included providing assistance with data 
collection for an expressive writing intervention study examining how 7th and 8th grade students in a 
North Philadelphia middle school cope with and experience community violence. 
 
My current research interests include gender-based violence, specifically Black female sexual assault 
survivors, and the relationship between sexual violence and health disparities (disparities in conditions 
such as diabetes, cardiovascular disease, and obesity). 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 My involvement in Community-Driven Research Day would help me to expand my knowledge 
regarding how researchers and community organizations in Philadelphia are approaching 
prevention, health disparities, and structural and societal issues that impact the health of the 
community. I am very much interested in hearing about how researchers and community 
organizations consider the implications of issues such as violence and poverty in terms of the 
community's health.  

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 My previous undergraduate course work in Women and Gender Studies enables me to offer a 
unique perspective on gender, race and structural inequalities that would prove valuable in 
assisting a Community Based Organization/Community Group to further their work. I would also 
be able to apply what I have learned from my research experience as well as my current course 
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work which includes Biostatistics and a research course on rare, hidden, and stigmatized 
populations (with a focus on LGBT populations). 

 

 

Lisa Hilmi 
University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing 
Pre-Doctoral Student 
 
Area of Study: Graduate- Doctoral 
Nursing 

 
1837 Hamlet Place North 
Bel Air,MD 21015 
(201) 233-1473 
lhilmi@nursing.upenn.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Adjunct Fellow with CPHI 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I hope to meet Community Based organizations, network and see what the interests of the 
community are. I also hope to conduct research in injury, violence and children/adolescents, so 
this will be very relevant for me. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 As I have worked extensively with CBOs overseas- I have grant-writing skills, as well as an in-
depth understanding of participatory methods, research methodology and intervention-based 
initiatives. I would be willing to help any CBO with their needs! 
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Lawanda Horton 
Mission Incorporated 
President & CEO 
 

 
1111 Annin St. 
Philadelphia,PA 19147 
(267) 773-8757 
info@missionincdevelopment.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Various: Arts & Education, Public Health, Poverty, Race Relations 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Just to learn more about the resources that exist in the community and to connect with other 
like-minded individuals 

 

 

Alexandra Jean 
Temple University  
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 

 
147 W. Gale St.  
Philadelphia ,PA 19120 
(267) 267-1848 
lexa_j253@yahoo.ca  

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 To learn more about the event in general and see what direction I can be leaning towards  
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Volunteering perhaps  
 

 

Jasmine Johnson 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
7911 Provident St. 
Philadelphia,PA19150 
(215) 910-1880 
tuc40658@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Currently a public health major 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I can learn more about how to help the community 
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Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 With great ideas 
 

 

Sundeep Kaur 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study: Graduate - Masters 
Epidemiology/Biostatistics 

 
7244 Spruce St. 
Upper Darby,PA 19082 
(267) 888-1280 
tuc63493@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
My research background is in Oral Epidemiology. Determining dental caries at its early stages through 
various advanced diagnostic tests. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I am expecting to draw out more ideas and motivation from the peers and experts in the field. 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Through diligence and participation in teamwork 
 

 

Dr. Michelle Kondo 
University of Pennsylvania  School of Social Policy and 
Practice 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
 
Graduate- Post Doc 

 
3701 Locust Walk 
Philadelphia,PA 19104 
(215) 746-4028 
mkondo@sp2.upenn.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
I combine application of GIS and qualitative methodologies to understand and support participatory 
planning efforts to address problems relating to environmental and public health.  My research 
emphasizes social justice especially amongst immigrant communities and communities of color. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Find community organizations to develop collaborative research projects with 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Search for grant money 

 Research design and implementation 
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Rayna Kratchman 
Temple 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
801 S. 8th St. 
Philadelphia,PA19147 
(856) 313-9785 
tuc10944@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 To gain a better understanding for my future research objectives. 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Undecided 
 

 

Francesca Laroche 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
21 Noble St. 
North Babylon ,NY11703 
(631) 398-0438 
tuc07336@aol.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I hope to find out about more projects that involve research. I know research is important in 
public health and I know little about it.  

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I am interested in furthering my knowledge on public health so I would love to share what I 
learn to help Community Group.  

 

 

Amber Lauff 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study: Undergraduate 
Public Health/English 

 
605 N. 11th St. 
Philadelphia,PA 19123 
(215) 307-0415 
amber.lauff@temple.edu 
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Research background and current interests: 
Undecided; I am currently volunteering with the Maternal and Child Health Wellness Lab on a research 
project about low birth weight babies; I have an interest in Child and Maternal health as well as 
Environmental Health, and would be interested in research within those areas. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I hope to network with people and possibly gain a position on a research project, or to gain 
further insight regarding how to conduct research projects, for future involvement/creation of 
my own. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I am a dependable, hardworking, organized individual who could help in areas such as research, 
education, event planning, community outreach, etc. I learn quickly and am passionate about 
helping others, and thus would be a great asset to a community based organization. I have 
interpersonal skills that allow me to interact very well with people, and am knowledgeable 
about community health as well as other various fields. 

 

 

Sienh (Stacie) Leap 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study: Undergraduate 
Therapeutic Recreation 

 
713 Mifflin St. 
Philadelphia,PA 19148 
(215) 760-9835 
stacie.leap@gmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I want to  gain more knowledge about the information presented. 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Not sure yet but I want to be involved more than I am now. 
 

 

Adina Lieberman 
University of Pennsylvania 
Student 
 
Area of Study: Graduate - Masters 
Public Health 

 
1161 S. 12 St. 
Philadelphia,PA 19147 
(856) 237-7014 
adinalieberman@gmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
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I was an IRB Administrator at Penn for 4 years. I am currently a Research Monitoring Specialist at the 
Abramson Cancer Center. I am a part time MPH graduate student at Penn and am interested in urban 
nutrition and also effective communication strategies between researchers and the community. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I am interested in seeing what are the current and most pressing public health needs of the 
community. I am excited to meet community leaders and hold a dialogue with them about what 
challenges they currently face and what kind of support they would most benefit from having. 

 

 

Latasha Little 
Temple University  
Student 
 
Area of Study:   
Public Health 

 
2017 N. Gratz St 
Philadelphia,PA19121 
(570) 460-5603 
tuc33505@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided, however I am open to all opportunity.   
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 My involvement in the Community-Driven Research Day can help me make connections and 
help me narrow down on a specific research interest.  

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I would be able to assist a Community Based Organization further their work by being apart of 
the team. By providing my skills and goals to an organization I believe that I would be able to 
greatly impact the wellness of the community.  

 

 

Julia Loehle 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
1615 W. Diamond St. 
Philadelphia,PA19121 
(631) 946-4484 
jloehle@hotmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Since I am unaware of my future in research, Research Day can help me to figure this out. 
 



Compendium of Participants:  

    Non-Presenter 

 

52 
 

Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Yes, I would like to help out however I can in the Public Health field. 
 

 

Shannon Mahoney 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Speech Pathology major, Public Health minor 

 
313 Cherry Lane 
Genside,PA19038 
(215) 713-5038 
tuc12469@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Possible career options 

 Finding a part-time job 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Working 
 

 

Rose Malinowski Weingartner 
Public Health Management Corporation 
Research Associate 
 

 
260 S. Broad St. 
Philadelphia,PA 19102 
(215) 985-2572 
rosemw@phmc.org 

 

Research background and current interests: 
I'm a research associate with the Community Health Data Base and I also work in public health program 
evaluation.  My interests include geographic and demographic disparities in health, research methods 
and survey design, and food access/quality/security, among others. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I'd like to get in touch with CBOs and organizations that can use CHDB's population data to plan 
their programs. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 The Community Health Data Base (CHDB) provides population-based data to health and human 
services organizations, government agencies, and academic institutions interested in gaining a 
better understanding of the communities they serve and how to best meet their needs. 
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Shaun Mee 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Health Information Management 

 
9 Harbor Road 
Levittown,PA19056 
(215) 962-4225 
shaunmee@yahoo.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Community-Driven Research Day can help me further my research interests by seeing how 
public health organizations  run in person. My expectations for the day are to learn new things 
and have a better understanding of the work that public health professionals do.  

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 By being able to do work well with others, participate in activities and being able to volunteer 
time.  

 

 

Cathrine Messick 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:   

 
2125 N. 15th St. 
Philadelphia,PA18071 
(484) 707-8420 
tub46718@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Class 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Class 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Class 
 

 

Lisa Morales  
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
 2220 N. 16th St. 
Philadelphia , PA19132 
(215) 510-6778 
tuc18155@temple.edu 
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Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Voluntary work and I just expect to learn more about helping the community practice better 
health behaviors. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Spread the word about events and volunteer 
 

 

Joanna Mucera 
Temple University and CHOP 
 
Area of Study: Graduate - Masters 
Public Health (Epidemiology concentration) 

 
3535 Market St. Suite 880 
Philadelphia,PA 19104 
(267) 426-8622  
muceraj@email.chop.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Research interests: The role of carbohydrate consumption and insulin resistance in obesity, health 
literacy, and infant mortality in non-Hispanic blacks, particularly the fact that non-Hispanic black infants 
are 2.5 times more likely to die than their non-Hispanic white counterparts.  
I have substantial relevant experience. During my education at the University of Pennsylvania, I excelled 
in all public health and research methods-related coursework (almost all at the graduate level). In 
addition, for the last 10 years, I have worked with Dr. Jennifer Culhane on several major government-
funded research projects, including the Preterm Prevention Project, which is the largest study on the 
health of children ever to be conducted in the U.S. and currently, the National Children's Study and a 
small pilot study of neighborhood effects on maternal-child health. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Involvement will enable me to network with others in my field. I believe that establishing 
connections with other researchers can lead to positive relationships such as faculty mentoring, 
collaboration and ultimately funding opportunities and co-authorships--an important aspect of 
academic research--now and after I receive my PhD. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 It would depend upon what type of services are needed. I am seeking to involve myself in as 
many research opportunities as possible. In as much as I am pursuing an MPH and PhD in Public 
Health, this experience can be invaluable for me in numerous ways. 
 

 

Rachel Murphy 
Temple University 
Student 

 
324 Delaware Ave. 
West Pittston,PA18643 
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Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

(570) 479-0237 
tub98500@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I am undecided about my research interest, so I hope by attending this program I will have a 
better understanding of what I want to pursue. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I could help by engaging and helping the leaders in any way necessary.  
 

 

Tania Neptune 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Psychology major, Public Health minor 

 
1411 N. 15th St. 
Philadelphia,PA19122 
(908) 370-2612 
tania.neptune@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 To learn about different research projects and learn about some that may interest me  
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 As a volunteer 
 

 

Catherine Ntabadde 
Drexel University School of Public Health 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Graduate - Masters 
Epidemiology 

 
5001 Pulaski Ave. 
Philadelphia,PA19144 
(212) 203-1482 
cn324@drexel.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
My research interests are infectious  and chronic diseases 
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Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 To gain more knowledge on how life stressors such food insecurity, violence and poverty 
contribute to the risk of chronic conditions such as hypertension, diabetes and asthma 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I'm currently working on community based master's project, any findings and recommendations 
will be of benefit to any organization or community group working on obesity in school children 

 

 

Dr. Freda Patterson 
Temple University, Department of Public Health 
Assistant Professor 
 

 
1301 Cecil B. Moore Ave., 930 Ritter Annex 
Philadelphia,PA 19003 
(215) 204-0314 
fredap@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
My research interests focus on the mechanisms for the adoption of health behaviors, in particular 
increasing levels of physical activity in high-risk groups. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I would like to get a sense of what community organizations and other researchers in 
Philadelphia have similar interests. 

 

Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Consulting, grant writing 
 

 

Danielle Peereboom 
 

 
2740 Cranston Rd. Apt 2 
Philadelphia,PA 19131 
(617) 957-1441 
danielle.peereboom@gmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
I have a BS in Community Health and  an MPH, both from Tufts University. My academic research 
experience focused on qualitative research methods and community-based participatory research 
methods. In terms of topics, I am a generalist and almost any health topics interests me. These include: 
community environmental health, sexual health, physical activity and nutrition. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I just moved to Philadelphia in August and I am networking and searching for a job in public 
health. Involvement in this event would allow me to meet other public health professionals and 
learn more about current programs and public health work in Philadelphia. 
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Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I have a background in community health and in public health. I am new to Philadelphia and 
hoping to get involved in any way that I can. I would like to assist with program coordination, 
event planning, health education or qualitative research. 

 

 

Holly S. Penn 
Temple University, Department of Public Health 
Student  
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health  

 
1701 N. 10th St. 
Philadelphia,PA19122 
(267) 591-3869 
tua50102@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I feel this will give me direction in my research and knowledge of public health issues pertaining 
to stress and wellness.  

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I would be interested in interning with different community organizations. I am able to work on 
research projects or in any other ways.  

 

 

Britnay Prawl 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
3000 N. Broad St. 
Philadelphia,PA19132 
(215) 203-4010 
tub72988@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I expect to receive more insight on the fields of public health and what I may be able to do as I 
further my career in this field. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 
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 I have only been a public health student for 2 semesters, so I am still developing a certain 
understanding of what it is and how it works. I would be able to give some information on the 
different fields of Public Health such as Epidemiology and the Environment. 

 

 

Nayan Ramirez 
Public Health Management Corporation 
Research Assistant 
 

 
260 S. Broad St, 19th Fl 
Philadelphia,PA19102 
(215) 731-2039 
nramirez@phmc.org 

 

Research background and current interests: 
I'm a research assistant at PHMC and previously at Public/Private Ventures. I currently do tobacco 
control and prevention work as well as work with the Community Health Data Base team to field the 
SEPA household health survey and provide data to regional affiliates and partners. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 It will allow me as part of the CHDB team to be able to help local research interests with our 
data. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Through PHMC's Community Health Data Base. 
 

 

Delroes A. Richardson 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
27038 Northview Road 
Philadelphia,PA19152 
(267) 334-0075 
tuc72388@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Undecided 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Undecided 
 

 

Nija Rivera  
509 Carpenter Street 
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Templed University 
Graduate Student (MPH) 
 
Area of Study: Graduate - Masters 
Public Health 

Philadephia, PA 19147 
484-356-7635 
tuc25125@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 

 

Lorvonne Roesler 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
1912 Stanwood St. 
Philadelphia ,PA19152 
(215) 919-9988 
Lorvonne_wiles@yahoo.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Research method class for 1 semester; Environmental 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I hope to be inspired by what I see so that my excitement could increase about a masters degree 
in Environment research. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I would render my services. 
 

 

Katey Ruppert 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
1730 Fontain St, Unit B 
Philadelphia,PA19121 
(484) 547-2919 
ktrupp23@yahoo.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 This will be an opportunity for me to see first-hand the different kinds of research going on and 
be able to focus in on what really interests and intrigues me. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 



Compendium of Participants:  

    Non-Presenter 

 

60 
 

 I could do internships or volunteering to help community-based groups. 
 

 

Sherry Schweighardt 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Graduate - Doctoral 
Kinesiology/Behavior Analysis 

 
96 Quince Court 
Lawrenceville,NJ08648 
(609) 902-8831 
sherry@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
I am interested in using behavioral principles to increase the incidence and prevalence of children and 
adolescents' physical activity in nature settings. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I am looking for potential dissertation collaborators. 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 If the match is a good one, I would be able to design programming and program evaluations for 
physical activity experiences that may not be otherwise accessible to youth. 

 

 

Katherine Shozawa 
Researcher 
 

 
4716 Larchwood Ave. 
Philadelphia,PA 19143 
(215) 531-2101 
kshozawa@gmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Background in Community Health and Community Arts, with experience working in community-based 
participatory research in order to reduce health disparities experienced by people of color, specifically 
new immigrant and refugee groups in Seattle's Chinatown International District. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I am interested in networking and learning about ways to get involved in community-based 
participatory research in Philadelphia.  I am also eager to develop my skills in mixed methods 
and evaluation. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I am a dedicated and compassionate thinker and writer.  I would love to be part of a research 
group whose objective is to identify and improve the health and well-being of members of 
underserved communities. 
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Amanda Smith 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
85 Twist Drive 
Holland,PA18966 
(267) 981-0673 
tuc26104@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 1. Learn about different Community Based Organizations and what they have to offer. 

 2. Get a better understanding of what each Community Based Organization is about and see if it 
interests me. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I would be able to assist a Community Based Organization/ Community Group further their work 
by helping spread the word about their organization. Also, from taking public health courses, I 
can use my knowledge to help with furthering their work.  

 

 

Roslyn Smith 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
1339 Locust St. 
Norristown,PA19401 
(610) 278-0624 
tue39147@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Gain information 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Attend future events 
 

 

 Christopher Talley 
Drexel University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Graduate - Masters 

 
325 N. 15th St, Suite 705 B 
Philadelphia ,PA19102 
(443) 857-7193 
talley.cr@gmail.com 
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Public Health (Health Management and Policy) 
 

Research background and current interests: 
Current interests: Management of healthcare organizations, Risk management, microeconomics and 
community investment/development. 
Research Background: Co-Presented research at the 2010 Social Equity Leadership Conference; 
presented research into how private-public partnerships have addressed regional health and access 
disparities.   
Also, engaged in independent research into social perceptions characterized by the health reform 
(Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act) of 2009, as well as attended a number of seminars, 
workshops, and conferences about the issue of health). 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 New to the area and Drexel, my involvement in Community-Driven Research Day will provide 
momentum to engage the broad public health challenges in and around Philadelphia. 

 Expectations: 

 a. To gain an understanding of others' perspectives, solutions to public health challenges in and 
around Philadelphia. 

 b. To gain an understanding of where "the needs lie" in relationship to my academic and 
professional interests.  

 c. To become familiar with the professionals and students doing work in public health, locally 
and abroad.  

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I can and have requested volunteer opportunities with community and regionally situated 
organizations. I'd like to further an organizations' research initiatives as well as work towards an 
organization's mission that may build into a lasting commitment.  

 

 

Brandon Warring 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
7235 Walnut St. 
Upper Darby,PA19082 
(484) 802-8591 
brandonwarring@yahoo.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I expect this day to be an incredible experience for me to learn from people who are in the same 
Public Health field as me. I think it would feel good to attend Community-Driven Research Day 
to know what Public Health professionals do in their specific areas. Also, I want to figure out 
how they address health promotion and disease prevention to their targeted population. 
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Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Yes. I would be able to assist a Community Based Organization/Community Group to further 
their work. 

 

 

Kiara Washington 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
1939 W. Pacific St. 
Philadelphia,PA19140 
(267) 257-0211 
Kiaraw@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
In my undergraduate career, I have been able to do research on HIV/AIDS and develop intervention 
strategies for vulnerable populations in order to write a grant proposal. I have also been able to do 
community assessments with that research in order to determine the populations that would benefit 
most from the planned interventions. I am currently interested in HIV/AIDS research and research to 
improve maternal and child health and wellness.  
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Participating in the Research Day would allow me to get an idea of different areas of research 
that other people have done and potentially give me ideas of where I may want to do my own 
research. It would also allow me to network and gain potential research partners. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I would be able to recommend community organizations and groups to people I work with and 
encounter so they may perhaps extend their time into these organizations. I would also be able 
to volunteer.   

 

 

Dr. Sheldon Oliver Watts 
Temple University 
Assistant Professor 
 

 
1301 Cecil B Moor Ave., 9th FL 
Philadelphia,PA 19122 
(215) 204-7535 
sheldon.watts@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
The focus of my doctoral work was on the growing problem of childhood obesity in the United States 
and its consequences.  I examined the role elementary schools play in presenting nutrition information 
and establishing healthy eating behaviors in early childhood.  My research has also focused on ethnic 
variation in chronic disease risk in the United States.  I investigated variation in coronary heart disease 
risk, health status and dietary intake amongst ethnic subgroups within the Black community.  I have also 
worked extensively in the community.  I recently collaborated with the Faith Based Approaches in the 
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Treatment of Hypertension (FAITH), an NIH funded longitudinal intervention project aimed at reducing 
hypertension amongst persons of African descent in community-based settings. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I am new resident of Philadelphia and I am interested in learning more about the local issues 
affecting Philadelphia, firsthand. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Providing input from my interests in overweight/obesity as a factor in chronic disease risk in 
vulnerable populations 

 

 

Tyrone Werts 
Inside-Out Prison Exchange Program 
Public Relations 
 

 
407 N. 8th St. 
Philadelphia,PA 19123 
(267) 972-0537 
tyronewerts@gmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Interested in research involving the impact of education in prisons 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 It will help me further understand how public safety is affected by education in prisons. 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 By sharing my knowledge about higher education in prisons and  how it impact communities in 
terms of lower crime rates. 

 

 

Pat West 
Public Health Consultation 
Consultant 
 

 
2134 Spring St. 
Philadelphia,PA 19103 
(215) 568-7811 
westvernon@gmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Violence related premature mortality, prevention strategies, and translating research into prevention at 
the community level 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I am always looking to share ideas, cross pollinate, get out of my silo and encourage others to do 
the same.  Making connections to community organizations if a prime interest. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 
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 Making connections, mentoring 
 

 

Mui Whetsone 
University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing 
Research Admin. Coordinator 
 
Area of Study: Graduate - Masters 
MBA in Management 

 
418 Curie Blvd., Room 237 
Philadelphia,PA 19104 
(215) 746-6187 
mwhetsto@nursing.upenn.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Barbershop Young Men's Health Promotion Project entitled Shape Up: Barbers Building Better Brothers. 
Shape Up is a culturally sensitive risk reduction project for African American men ages 18 to 24 and is led 
by barbers right in their own barbershops. The project is designed to empower young men with 
knowledge, skills, and confidence to reduce risks for various diseases and health problems that affect 
African Americans. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 Partnerships and Collaborations 
 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Partnerships and Collaborations 
 

 

Tyreisa Williams 
Public Health Student/ intern at The Early Head Start 
Program 
 
Area of Study: Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
5704 Hadfield St 
Philadelphia, Pa 19153 
267 592 1873 
tub83307@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 My involvement in Community -Driven Research Day would broaden my knowledge on various 
positions and possibilities  with the attending Companies and more information on the stress 
and wellness topic. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 I would be able to assist a Community Based organization by assisting them in the development 
of new programs and projects. I would also assist them in implementation and research of the 
organizations existing programs. 
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Herman C. Wilson Jr. 
Temple University 
Student 
 
Area of Study:  Undergraduate 
Public Health 

 
5742 Kemble Ave. 
Philadelphia ,PA19141 
(267) 616-5716 
tuc00651@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Undecided 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 My expectations are to learn more about the public health field and to get a first hand view of 
the work. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 By promoting their events through word of mouth and actively participating in their functions. 
 

 

Dr. Jennifer Wood 
Temple University 
Associate Professor of Criminal Justice 
 

 
1115 W. Berks Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19122 
215-204-8055 
woodj@temple.edu 

 

Research background and current interests: 
My current research centers on the connections between security and public health, and in particular 
the ways in which laws and law enforcement practices contribute to healthy behaviors and 
environments. I am conducting research involving the Philadephia Police Department on police officer 
roles in the management of violence and other public health problems in collaboration with Dr. 
Elizabeth Groff and Dr. Jerry Ratcliffe. A related project, in colloboration with Dr. Jennifer Ibrahim and 
Dr. Nina Gentile, involves an analysis of Emergency Department data to explore whether reductions in 
recorded violent crime translate into fewer visits to hospitals for the treatment of injury. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I would be interested in gaining contacts with Community Organizations whether through direct 
contact or through other researchers. The intent being to aid in future research, and to gain 
information about resource connections that are needed to help particular communities. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 In regards to my research, it may be possible to make connections with a Community  Based 
Organization and the police to further their goals. Also, their work may be helpful in gaining an 
understanding of what needs to be changed in the current environment in Philadelphia. 
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Julie Wright 
The Ladybug Project 
Public Health Grant Writing Intern 
 

 
66 Old Lancaster Rd 
Devon, PA 19333 
845.224.6641 
Wright.juliem@gmail.com 

 

Research background and current interests: 
I am interested in Public Health, primarily women's health, preventative health and food access issues. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 I'm interested in learning more from some of Philadelphia's eduactors and researchers in the 
field of public health. I am looking to pursue a degree in public health in the near future and 
would like to learn about organizations in Greater Philadelphia as well as local health initiatives. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 Through volunteering and assisting in research projects. 
 

 

Todd Ziegler 
National Nursing Centers Consortium 
Program Manager 
 

 
260 S. Broad St. 
Philadelphia,PA 19102 
(215) 731-7148 
tziegler@nncc.us 

 

Research background and current interests: 
Most of my research background lies in my undergraduate studies at West Chester University where I 
majored in Geography.  My research focused on environmental justice issues such as the 
disproportionate impact of environmental toxins in low-income, minority communities.  My current 
interests include obtaining funding for NNCC environmental health programs, as well as evaluating our 
programs to illustrate the effectiveness and need of our programs. 
 
Involvement and Expectations for the day: 

 NNCC's environmental health programs collect a wealth of data on in-home hazards effecting 
children, particularly lead hazards and asthma triggers.  Through this event, we hope to obtain 
more information on connecting with community researchers to assist in more comprehensive 
evaluation of our programs and detailed community needs assessments to strengthen support 
of our programs. 

 
Potential to assist a Community Based Organization / Community Group: 

 NNCC is committed to improving the health of medically underserved communities.  We provide 
innovative and effective community programs to improve health outcomes communities we 
serve.  For more information, visit our website at www.nncc.us 
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